
Introduction toIntroduction toIntroduction toIntroduction toIntroduction toIntroduction to

Lenormand CartomancyLenormand CartomancyLenormand CartomancyLenormand CartomancyLenormand CartomancyLenormand Cartomancy

Denver Tarot MeetupDenver Tarot MeetupDenver Tarot MeetupDenver Tarot MeetupDenver Tarot MeetupDenver Tarot Meetup
Tuesday, August 14, 2012Tuesday, August 14, 2012Tuesday, August 14, 2012Tuesday, August 14, 2012Tuesday, August 14, 2012Tuesday, August 14, 2012

The petit Lenormand oracle is a 36The petit Lenormand oracle is a 36The petit Lenormand oracle is a 36The petit Lenormand oracle is a 36The petit Lenormand oracle is a 36The petit Lenormand oracle is a 36------card deck that developed in the nine-card deck that developed in the nine-card deck that developed in the nine-card deck that developed in the nine-card deck that developed in the nine-card deck that developed in the nine-

teenth century as a game and a fortuneteenth century as a game and a fortuneteenth century as a game and a fortuneteenth century as a game and a fortuneteenth century as a game and a fortuneteenth century as a game and a fortune------telling tool. Lenormand cards eachtelling tool. Lenormand cards eachtelling tool. Lenormand cards eachtelling tool. Lenormand cards eachtelling tool. Lenormand cards eachtelling tool. Lenormand cards each

contain a single, simple symbol, contain a single, simple symbol, not the complex laynot the complex layered symbols of ered symbols of tarot.tarot.contain a single, simple symbolcontain a single, simple symbol, not the complex lay, not the complex layered symbols of ered symbols of tarot.tarot.contain a single, simple symbol, contain a single, simple symbol, not the complex laynot the complex layered symbols of ered symbols of tarot.tarot.

Many readers consider them to be less psychological and more straightMany readers consider them to be less psychological and more straightMany readers consider them to be less psychological and more straightMany readers consider them to be less psychological and more straightMany readers consider them to be less psychological and more straightMany readers consider them to be less psychological and more straight ------

forward than tarot in the way they answer questions. This presentation in-forward than tarot in the way they answer questions. This presentation in-forward than tarot in the way they answer questions. This presentation in-forward than tarot in the way they answer questions. This presentation in-forward than tarot in the way they answer questions. This presentation in-forward than tarot in the way they answer questions. This presentation in-

cludes a brcludes a brief ief history of history of Mademoiselle Mademoiselle Lenormand and the caLenormand and the cards which werds which wererecludes a cludes a brief brief history of history of Mademoiselle Mademoiselle Lenormand and the Lenormand and the cards which wcards which wereerecludecludes a brief s a brief history of history of MadeMademoiselmoiselle Lenormanle Lenormand and the cards which wered and the cards which were

named after her, as well as some very basic techniques for working with thisnamed after her, as well as some very basic techniques for working with thisnamed after her, as well as some very basic techniques for working with thisnamed after her, as well as some very basic techniques for working with thisnamed after her, as well as some very basic techniques for working with thisnamed after her, as well as some very basic techniques for working with this

interesting and historical cartomantic system.interesting and historical cartomantic system.interesting and historical cartomantic system.interesting and historical cartomantic system.interesting and historical cartomantic system.interesting and historical cartomantic system.



History of Mademoiselle Marie Anne Lenormand

Marie Anne Adelaide Lenormand was born in Alençon, Normandy on 27

May 1772 and died in Paris on 25 June 1843. She had a sister and a

brother.

Her parents both died when she was young. She was placed in a Benedic-

tine convent and immediately predicted that the mother superior would

lose her position in the convent, and when that happened she also pre-

dicted the name, age and other particulars of the woman who would take

her place. There were many candidates for the position and no decision

had yet been made, but at last when a successor was chosen, the young

clairvoyant proved to be cor-

rect.

She was very well-read and

studied the history of divina-

tion and other esoteric arts.

She was educated in a series of convents and was eventually appren-

ticed to a milliner.

 At the age of 14, she moved to Paris and took a position in a shop,

 where she learned bookkeeping which gave her the means to go into

business for herself as a fortune teller. She read cards, palms, horo-

scopes and interpreted dreams. She rented an office at the Rue de

 Tournon.

 This was during the Reign of Terror period of the

French Revolution. She read for many famous people

during that time, including leaders of the French rev-

olution (Marat, Robespierre and St-Just), Empress

 Josephine, and Czar Al-

exander. It is even said

that she read for Napo-

leon himself and dis-

cussed her interpretation

of his palm in one of her

books. She wrote her

memoirs, a biography of Josephine, and a number of other books.

She was imprisoned several times, due to the strict anti-fortunetelling laws in France

and because she often rubbed people the wrong way since she was not afraid to say

 what she saw. Nonetheless, due to her relationship with people of influence, she was

never imprisoned long. She amassed a great fortune and owned much property. She

eventually retired to Alençon, where she was born. She died at the age of 71.
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History of the Lenormand Cards

 Although it is reported that Mlle. Lenormand eschewed props including cards, many first-hand accounts describe

her readings with clients, including her use of cards. She used a deck of her own devising, and although there is no

surviving copy, secondhand accounts refer to a pack of playing cards with astrological symbols drawn on them. In

his book Celebrities of London and Paris, Captain R. H. Gronow describes a reading with Mlle. Lenormand, in

 which she uses “several packs of cards, with all kinds of strange figures and ciphers depicted on them.”

 The first example of a Lenormand deck is

currently in the collection of the British

Museum. It is derived from a German

game called the Game of Hope published

in 1800. The cards were used as a game

board and laid out in order. The players

 would roll dice and move the specified

number, landing on cards which might in-

dicate good fortune, providing for the payment of tokens to the player or advancement further along the path. Or

the roll could result in bad fortune, such as having to retreat a number a spaces, pay a fee

or toll, or lose a turn. Some cards or landing spaces were neutral, providing for no addi-

tional forfeit or reward. The instructions for the Game of Hope suggest that the thirty-six

“illuminated sheets” could also be used “to play an entertaining game of oracles.”

 There were two styles of card decks named after Mlle. Lenormand. Le Grand Jeu de Mlle.

Lenormand was first published by Grimaud in 1845, two years after her death, and con-

sisted of 54 cards with images of constellations, geomantic figures, letters, playing card

insets, images from mythology and alchemy, flowers, and other divinatory symbols.

Publishers who wished to capitalize on the notoriety of Mlle. Lenormand re-branded the

Game of Hope as Le Petit Jeu de Mlle. Lenormand. Le Petit Jeu was sold as a 36-card

deck used for fortune-telling. Like Le Grand Jeu, it became popular in the mid-1800s,

after Mlle. Lenormand’s death.

It is a possibility that Mlle. Lenormand designed her decks based on the work of Jean-Baptiste Alliette (1738-

1791), known as Etteilla. He designed a particular style of working with playing cards for divination. In his

book, Etteilla, ou la seule manière de se recréer avec les cartes (1770), he details how to modify a deck of playing

cards to be used as an oracle.

Mlle. Lenormand was considered a plain-

looking woman who played the role of py-

thoness to the hilt. It seems in character to

imagine her not with the pretty and dainty

cards ladies played with after dinner, but con-

sulting hand-marked playing cards bearing

the secrets of her illegal art.
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Card Combinations

Cards are usually read in pairs in the Lenormand oracle. The card following (to the right of) a card acts like an ad-

jective describing the initial card, similar to how, in many European languages, the adjective follows the noun.

 There are whole books written on the meanings of particular card combinations, but many Lenormand readers feel

that astute use of the standard card meanings can produce an accurate interpretation of card pairs. Cards are not

always blended with the adjacent card, though. Sometimes each card will be combined with a central or key card.

 Another technique is for a card to be matched with the card opposite it, called mirroring.

Charged cards

Charged cards can be called by a variety of terms, including key card, focus card, theme card, topic card, person

card, or significator. The charged card is assigned a specific meaning in advance of a reading and represents some-

one or something specific in the reading. To charge a card, simply set your intention that a specific card refers to a

specific thing—such as The Gentleman card refers to the main love interest of the sitter (as opposed to any of the

other suitors)

Line of Five

 The Line of Five is a simple spread that can use a key card (significator) or not. This process is commonly done

 with five cards, but is easy to reduce to a line of three or expand to a line of seven or more. Generally an odd num-

ber of cards is used.

If you would like to use a key card, you can charge (set your intention for) the appropriate card.

 Then shuffle as normal.

Being careful not to get the cards out of order, look through the deck for the card you charged. You will now se-

lect it and the two cards before it and after it for your reading.

1. First, read the heart, or middle three cards together (2, 3 and 4).

2. Next, read the Past, cards 1 and 2 in combination.

3. Blending cards 4 and 5 comprises the Future.

4. Last, read the mirroring cards 1 and 5, and 2 and 4.

1 2 3 4 5
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Square of Nine

1. Card one provides the trigger to the situation or what is on the querent’s mind. It can be read in combination

 with the central focus card. The central focus card can be preselected or not. If it’s preselected, place it in the

middle and deal the other cards around it.

2. Read the four corners blending cards 1 and 9, and then 3 and 7. These provide an overview of the reading.

3. Read the columns. The first column (left, 1, 4, and 7) is the past, the middle column (2, 5, and 8) is the present

and the third column (right, 3, 6, and 9) is the future.

4. Each of the three rows is then read as past, present, future. Some readers consider the top row to be conscious

factors or thoughts, the middle row to be feelings and emotions, and the bottom row to be the subconscious

or external factors.

5. Next, the diagonals are read, 1, 5 and 9 (PPF) and 7, 5, 3 (PPF).

6. Read the inner cross – cards 2, 4, 5, 6, and 8 as these tell you the answer to the question or what is really going

on and how it will develop.

7. Read the triangles. Cards 1, 3, and 8 blend together, as do cards 7, 9, and 2.

1 2 3

7 8 9

4 5 6
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